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March 19, 2009 

Cecelia Fisher-Dahms 
Administrator 
California Department of Education (CDE) , 
Child Development Division 
1430 N Street, Suite 3410 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Dear Ms. Fisher-Dahms, 

We are pleased to announce that California has been selected to work with the Center on the 
Social and Emotional Foundations for Early Learning (CSEFEL) to participate in an early 
childhood professional development opportunity designed to support the social and emotional 
development of children birth through five in your state. The application submitted by your 
state was of exceptional quality and demonstrated a strong commitment to partnering with 
CSEFEL to enhance the capacity of early care, health, and education providers to support 
the social emotional development of young children in your sate. 

The broad goal of the partnership between CSEFEL and your state is to foster professional 
development of the early care and education workforce that: a) enhances knowledge and 
skills; b) supports the implementation and sustainability of evidence-based practices; and c) 
increases the size of the workforce skilled in supporting the social emotiona l development of 
young children (birth - 5 years old). We are excited about the opportunity to work closely with 
you over the coming years to reach this goal. 

In the next week or so, a CSEFEL staff member assigned to be your lead will be in contact 
with you to discuss the next steps . In the meantime, please do not hesitate to call Rob Corso 
at 217-390-0403 if you have any questions. Also , please let Rob know if you will be attending 
our National Training Institute in Clearwater Beach next week . We are looking forward to our 
new partnership! 

~~Y-
Mary Louise Hemmeter, Ph.D. 
CSEFEL Project Director 

Cc: Jan Len 
HeadStart Reg ional Program Manager 
Administration for Children & Families, Region IX 
90 i h St., s" Fir 
San Francisco, CA 94103 
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